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3/9/25, 1:09 PM Bangladesh probes syndicate supplying workers to Malaysia | FMT

HEADLINES €) imbali seeks depositions by 2 Malaysians for hearing © Politik wang ‘hantui’ Umno jika kembali sistem pemilihan lama, kata penganalisis
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Bangladesh probes syndicate supplying workers to Malaysia

FMT Reporters - 19 Aug 2024, 02:00 PM

News report says the Bangladeshi Anti-Corruption Commission is probing four former MPs linked to the Awami League

government.
58 /
SHARES ’

© Total Views: 5,661

Bangladesh’s Anti-Corruption Commission has formed a three-member team to investigate the illegal assets and operations of the four former MPs. (Wikipedia pic)
PETALING JAYA: Bangladesh'’s anti-graft agency has started an investigation into an alleged syndicate led by ex-MPs of the
Awami League government, accused of embezzling 24,000 crore Bangladeshi taka (RM8.9 billion) under the guise of sending
workers to Malaysia, says a report.

Dhaka Tribune reported that the syndicate, involving ex-finance minister Mustafa Kamal, retired general Masud Uddin
Chowdhury, former MPs Nizam Uddin Hazari and Benazir Ahmed, had sent around 450,000 workers abroad within one and a
half years.

However, many of these workers were unable to find jobs and returned empty-handed.

Bangladesh’s Anti-Corruption Commission formed a three-member team to investigate the illegal assets and operations of the
four ex-MPs.

https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2024/08/19/bangladesh-probes-syndicate-supplying-workers-to-malaysia/ 1/6
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The report also cited sources as saying that the syndicate operated with the support of senior officials from both the
Bangladeshi and Malaysian governments.

It also said that workers were charged far above the government'’s set cost of 79,000 Bangladeshi taka (about RM2,940), with the
average worker paying 544,000 Bangladeshi taka (about RM20,280) to secure a job in Malaysia.

The report said the syndicate allegedly amassed 24,000 crore Bangladeshi taka by overcharging workers, while the
Bangladeshi expatriates’ welfare and overseas employment ministry took no action, instead facilitating the syndicate’s
activities.

Malaysia fixed the number of agencies from Bangladesh for recruitment of workers to 25 in 2022 when the labour market
reopened after the Covid-19 pandemic. In 2023, it was announced that this number would be increased to 100.

According to Dhaka Tribune, the selected agencies were reportedly linked to Kamal, his family, other former MPs as well as
Awami League leaders.

It also said that Hazari's company, Snigdha Overseas Ltd, reportedly sent only 100 workers abroad in the first three and a half
years after obtaining its licence. However, the company sent 8,000 workers to Malaysia in just one and a half years after the

labour market reopened.

The report added that a firm managed by Chowdhury, Five M International, allegedly sent 8,592 workers after the labour
market reopened, a significant increase from the 2,500 workers it sent to the Middle East before that.

Ahmed International, owned by Ahmed, allegedly sent 7,849 workers to Malaysia, up from just 238 workers, before the labour
market reopened.

The report claimed that former Baira secretary-general Ruhul Amin Swapan played a key role in the syndicate, reportedly
selecting 69 of the 100 agencies involved.

It said his agency, Catharsis International, sent 7,102 workers to Malaysia. The report named other agencies as BM Travels Ltd
and Anannya Apurba, both linked to pro-Awami League figures.
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UN agencies concerned over Bangladeshi workers stranded in Malaysia

Jason Thomas - 04 May 2024, 10:32 AM

The International Organization for Migration, the International Labour Organization, and the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime say they are ready to support meeting their immediate needs.
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The three international agencies say they are ready to support the government with reviewing its labour migration system, after reports of Bangladeshi workers stranded in the
country. (Andy Hall pic)

PETALING JAYA: Three international organisations have expressed concern over the plight of Bangladeshis duped into coming
to Malaysia for non-existent jobs.

The International Organization for Migration, the International Labour Organization, and the United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime say they are ready to support meeting the immediate needs of those stranded.

This includes enhancing their access to justice and basic services, as well as longer term efforts to find rights-based and
sustainable solutions to the situation, they said in a joint statement.



“The three agencies stand ready to support the government of Malaysia with reviewing the current labour migration system,
drawing on international standards and good practices, and supporting constructive policy dialogue to develop a transparent
and efficient labour migration process,’ the statement said.

It said Bangladeshi migrant workers currently make up the largest number of migrant workers in Malaysia.

Since the second quarter of 2023, there has been an increasing number of reports of workers who were not provided jobs upon
arrival in the country, the agencies said.

“Instead, there have been reports of employers and related recruitment agents placing them in often very crowded hostels,
apartments, or even warehouses, with unsanitary facilities, minimal access to food, limited communications with the outside
world, and limited healthcare (or lack thereof), while confiscating their passports and other documentation,” the statement
added.

In April, a group of UN experts called on Malaysia to do more to protect Bangladeshi migrant workers from exploitation over
non-existent jobs.

The UN Human Rights Council-appointed experts said they were dismayed at reports about Bangladeshi migrants who
travelled to Malaysia after being promised employment, only to find out they had been duped.

Last October, migrant rights activist Andy Hall referred Malaysia's poor response to the plight of these Bangladeshi workers to
the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, a body under the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva.
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Malaysia: Bangladeshi workers
must be protected from
exploitation and criminalisation,
say UN experts

19 April 2024
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GENEVA (19 April 2024) — UN experts* today expressed dismay about the
situation of Bangladeshi migrants in Malaysia, who had travelled there in
the hope of employment after engaging in the official labour migration
process.

“The situation of Bangladeshi migrants who have lived in Malaysia for
several months or longer is unsustainable and undignified,” the experts
said. “Malaysia needs to take urgent measures to address the dire
humanitarian situation of migrants and protect them from exploitation,
criminalisation and other human rights abuses.”

They noted that many migrants find on arrival in Malaysia that they do not
have employment as promised and are often forced into overstaying their
visas. Consequently, these migrants risk arrest, detention, ill-treatment
and deportation, the experts said.

They expressed concern that large sums of money were being generated
through the fraudulent recruitment of migrant workers by criminal
networks operating between Malaysia and Bangladesh. Migrants were
being deceived, recruited by companies that are frequently fake, and
obliged to pay exorbitant recruitment fees which pushes them into debt
bondage, the experts said.

“We received reports that certain high-level officials in both Governments
are involved in this business or condoning it. This is unacceptable and
needs to end,” the experts said. “Perpetrators of these exploitative
recruitments must be held accountable,” they said, adding that so far
action taken against these private businesses and fraudulent recruitment
companies have been wholly insufficient, both in Bangladesh and
Malaysia. “Meanwhile, vulnerable migrants have been criminalised and
some have faced severe reprisals for reporting the exploitation suffered,’
they said.

They urged Malaysia and Bangladesh to investigate and address the
situation. “Malaysia must govern labour migration more effectively by
adopting adequate safeguards,’ the experts said, urging the country to
fulfil its obligations under the UN Guiding Principles on Business and



Human Rights to protect migrant workers against human rights abuses by
businesses operating in Malaysia and ensure that these businesses
respect human rights. Malaysia must also step up efforts to identify,
protect and assist victims of exploitation, enforce existing legal
protections against trafficking in persons and uphold the country’s
international human rights obligations, they said.

The experts have previously engaged with the Governments of Malaysia
and Bangladesh on these issues.

*The experts: Tomoya Obokata, Special Rapporteur on
contemporary forms of slavery, including its causes and
consequences; Siobhan Mullally, Special Rapporteur on
trafficking in persons, especially women and children; Gehad
Madi, Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants and
Robert McCorquodale (Chair-Rapporteur), Fernanda Hopenhaym
(Vice-Chair), Pichamon Yeophantong, Damilola Olawuyi, Elzbieta
Karska, Working Group on business and human rights

Special Rapporteurs, Independent Experts and Working Groups are
part of what is known as the Special Procedures of the Human
Rights Council. Special Procedures, the largest body of
independent experts in the UN Human Rights system, is the
general name of the Council’s independent fact-finding and
monitoring mechanisms that address either specific country
situations or thematic issues in all parts of the world. Special
Procedures experts work on a voluntary basis; they are not UN
staff and do not receive a salary for their work. They are
independent of any government or organisation and serve in their
individual capacity.

For inquiries and media requests, please contact: Satya Jennings
(satya.jennings@un.org)



For media inquiries related to other UN independent experts
please contact Dharisha Indraguptha
(dharisha.indraguptha@un.org)

Follow news related to the UN's independent human rights experts
on X: @UN_SPExperts.
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